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batteries, the Malakoff and the Redan. The
French had taken the Malakoff, but the British,
who had a more difficult task, had been beaten
back with heavy casualties. The Russians, how-
ever, did not stay to face another assault. In the
night of September 8th, they \vithdrew from
Sebastopol, after giving the town to the flames.
Sebastopol, which the allies had besieged for
nearly a year, was left a ruin. The war had cost
England over 20,000 men, of whom only a
quarter had died in battle.

Although the actual fighting was over, the
British still remained in the Crimea, and Florence
thought it her duty to complete her tour of the
hospitals there. She set out in October, and
spent three months in reorganising the British
hospitals of the Crimea, Her previous visit had
been cut short through illness, this second tour
had to be abandoned because of an outbreak of
cholera at Scutari. Florence hurried back, but
the outbreak, although severe^ did not last long,
ami the worst was over before she again took
control in the Barrack Hospital.

There had been great rejoicing in England when
the report of Florence's death was contradicted,
and the news that she had refused to return home
though her health was endangered by

in the East had been received with enthusiasm.
Most people had expected her to withdraw on the
fell of Sebastopol, and her decision to remain
mita the troops iiad been evacuated was the
signal for another outburst of applause. Gross